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CITY OF BUHL BACKFLOW PREVENTION PROGRAM FAQ’S 
 
 Are we the only city in Idaho enforcing backflow regulaƟons?  
No, this is a statewide requirement. A backflow tesƟng program requirement has been in place for 
many years and is a DEQ requirement for public water systems. Larger ciƟes such as Nampa and 
Meridian have been doing this for years along with United Water in Boise. Smaller ciƟes have been 
slowly brought into compliance by DEQ. 
 
 What is backflow?  
Backflow is the undesirable reversal of water flow in a drinking water system due to changes in 
pressure, such as high pressure on the customer side or low pressure in the City’s water system. When 
the reversed flow of water passes through a cross connecƟon, liquids, gases, non-potable water, and 
other substances from any source enter the City’s water system. 
 
 What is cross connecƟon?  
A cross connecƟon is an actual or potenƟal connecƟon between a public water system line and any 
other line, which contains water or fluids of a quesƟonable or unknown source or quality. 
 
 What is a backflow device?  
A backflow device can be many different types of mechanical protecƟon to keep dangerous chemicals 
from entering the city water system. The most common is a double check valve which is commonly 
used on irrigaƟon systems. Depending on the situaƟon there are other devices that provide greater 
protecƟon. The type of device required is mandated by DEQ based upon the water connecƟon and the 
danger presented. 
 
 Why is a backflow preventer needed? 
A backflow preventer is intended to prevent non-potable water with contaminants from inadvertently 
entering the city’s water system. Every year there are water system contaminaƟon cases caused by 
missing or non-operaƟve backflow devices that sicken or kill people. 
 
 Why do we need to test annually?  
Backflow devices do not have an infinite life and are mechanical devices with working internal pieces. A 
piece of debris or calcificaƟon of water can cause the device to stop working. An annual test brings any 
deficiencies to light. The City of Buhl has had backflow devices on parks and pressure irrigaƟon systems 
for many years and has had to replace them periodically. 
 
 Can’t my home or business be “grandfathered” in?  
There is no grandfathering of this requirement. This is a health and safety issue and all connecƟons 
requiring a backflow preventer need to have one installed. 

 
 



 What happens if I don’t comply?  
Because this program is mandated by DEQ, the City of Buhl has set its goal at 100% compliance. If 
tesƟng is not completed and documentaƟon is not submiƩed as required, water service may be 
disconnected unƟl the property is brought into compliance. We will conƟnue to pursue communicaƟon 
with you to foster a sound understanding of this important health and safety requirement. 
 
 Who does the test?  
Anyone who is a cerƟfied backflow tester can test your device. Many landscape companies will have 
cerƟfied testers on staff. We encourage you to call a number of testers to determine who will conduct 
your test for the best price. 
 
 AddiƟonal informaƟon 
For more informaƟon, visit the following hyperlinks: 
Idaho Department of Environmental Quality 
hƩps://www2.deq.idaho.gov/admin/LEIA/api/document/download/4762 and the American Backflow 
PrevenƟon AssociaƟon at www.abpa.org. 

 
 

Important Backflow Assembly Survey - Please Complete and Return to Buhl City Hall 
 

Name On Account: 

Physical Address: 

Phone Number: 

SYSTEM INFORMATION 

Permanent Lawn IrrigaƟon:                              YES                                                    NO 

Fire Sprinkler System:                                        YES                                                    NO 

Boiler:                                                                   YES                                                    NO 

Hot Tub/Spa Directly Piped 
To Water Supply:                                                 YES                                                    NO 
Alternate Water Source (Well, 
Pond, etc.):                                                           YES                                                    NO 
Other Equipment ConnecƟons 
(Soda Machine, RefrigeraƟon):                         YES                                                    NO 

 
Please return this informaƟon to Buhl City Hall 

203 Broadway Ave N, Buhl ID 83316 
QuesƟons? Call 208-543-5650 

 CITY CODE: hƩps://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/buhlid/latest/buhl_id/0-0-0-2412 
 


